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Introduction  : 
Aim : 






thrombogenic risk is due to activation of the coagulation cascade, triggered by Tissue Factor (TF) on MSCs, resulting 














is due to portal hypertension with a compensatory constriction of the common hepatic artery (hepatic arterial buffer 








Aim : To (1) assess the prevalence and general characteristics of patients with AIH in the Ghent area (Belgium) and (2) 






markers to isolate, characterize and lineage-trace LPCs in healthy, damaged and regenerating livers is certainly one of 
Aim : 
Methods : 
performed on different iPS- and ESC-derived LPCs, differentiated HepaRGs and on data sets from livers of patients with 
Results : Comparison between human and mouse LPC populations showed high similarities in genes involved in 












Both the transcriptional repressors and microRNAs that regulate the epithelial to mesenchymal differentiation are 
Aim : 




Introduction : In patients with cirrhosis, prognostic models providing a precise estimate of the risk of death are essential 
Aim : To develop a model allowing an individualized prediction of the risk of liver-related death among patients with 
Methods : 
Results : 
any combination of age and Child-Pugh score, patients who did not abstain from alcohol had a greater risk of dying at 
Conclusions : The CRR model combining age, Child-Pugh score and abstinence accurately predicts the risk of liver-
 
- A10 –
Introduction : Recent studies suggest that a subgroup of patients with liver cirrhosis receiving a liver transplantation 
(LT) for hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) beyond the Milan Criteria (MC) can achieve a similar overall and tumor-free 
Aim : 

















Conclusions : In this large cohort of non-severe AH patients, short-term survival of these patients is satisfactory, but 




Aim : Our aim was to investigate the role of Ang-2 and its potential as therapeutic target in NASH by using human 
Methods : Serum Ang-2 levels were determined in obese patients undergoing bariatric surgery (n=105) with concomitant 





Liver transplantation (ELT) has emerged as the gold standard treatment for patients who are unlikely to survive with 
light of the mounting evidence supporting the trend of improving spontaneous survival rates (without ELT) decade after 
Aim : To study the long-term (post ELT or spontaneous recovery) outcomes in a cohort of ALF patients admitted to a 
Methods : 
Results : 
Conclusions : This study shows that ELT in ALF is associated to higher long-term mortality compared to SS, in particular 
for APAP aetiology, rising ethical and therapeutic considerations, given the need of a fair allocation of organs and the 




Similar to the mechanisms involved in portal hypertension during cirrhosis, hyperreactivity to vasoconstrictive agents is 
Aim : The present study seeks to elucidate the vasoconstrictive effects of alpha 1-adrenergic mediators and endothelin-1 
Methods : 
perfusion model, in which the liver is isolated, connected to a circuit with a pump and perfused by Krebs solution, with 
Results : 
Conclusions : 










Introduction : Acetaminophen (APAP), known as paracetamol, is the most widely used antipyretic and analgesic over-



















of liver biopsies was integrated with immunological data to discover gene signatures associated with active NASH 
Results : 
Network integration of the transcriptomic data with clinical and immunological parameters revealed co-regulated gene 
Conclusions : 





Methods : From February 2016 to September 2017, patients seen at the hepatology clinic were prospectively enrolled 
Results : 
Conclusions : 


















Introduction : Recently, there has been increasing interest in the preoperative prediction and prevention of post-
Aim : We hypothesized that a HBSBSA based formula was a better predictor for PHLF than PBLS in chemotherapy-







Methods : There was a retrospective study that enrolled 308 hospitalized patients with cirrhosis (City Hospital’s medical 
Results : 











Introduction : The rate of alcohol relapse among patients who underwent liver transplantation for alcoholic hepatitis 
Aim : 














Introduction : Cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma, the end-stage manifestations of chronic liver disease, are 
Aim : 
Methods : 
mice to trace that of hepatocytes upon treatment with carbon tetrachloride (CCl4) for up to 24 weeks, a model mimicking 
Results : 
these newly formed and younger hepatocytes have untapped proliferative potential and are less vulnerable to further (and 
Conclusions : 
suffering from years to decades of chronic hepatitis in advanced stage chronic hepatitis in humans that has not been 
 
Introduction : 
Aim : This study compares the impact of point-of-care tests on the linkage to care, cost and turnaround time in a 
Methods : 
Results : 





any blood product, including autologous or homologous pre-donated blood, platelets, fresh frozen plasma, coagulation 
Aim : 
Methods : 
Continuous circuit cell salvage and reinfusion whereby scavenged blood was maintained in continuity with the patient’s 
Results : 






Methods : The authors retrospectively collected data from the parasitology laboratory (serologies), the hospital pharmacy 
Results : 
Conclusions : AE appears to be spreading in Belgium and has actually an uneven geographical distribution with 




Aim : The study aims to present an epidemiological description of liver cancer incidence, trends, survival and prevalence 
Methods : The Belgian Cancer Registry is a national and population based cancer registry, collecting data on patient 
Results : 
Cancer incidence maps for the years 2004-2011 have shown that the rates for HCC increase from the northeast, parallel 
Conclusions : 








trunk was performed to reduce perioperative bleeding, followed by en-bloc resection of native stomach, duodenum, 
Conclusions : 




















Methods : A screening model has been developed and combined with a treatment model (early treatment vs waiting 
Results : 




Aim : This retrospective analysis aims to provide epidemiologic data in our institution and to improve patients’ and 
and access to treatment for infected patients 
Methods : 
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Introduction : 





BELGIAN NETWORK ON GASTROINTESTINAL REGULATORY MECHANISMS (GIREM)
- B01 -
Introduction : Colonic manometry is advocated in the diagnostic work-up of refractory chronic constipation to identify 
Aim : Since colonic manometry is only available in a few centers worldwide, there is a need for clinical predictors of 
Methods : 
in an awake fasted state, during a standardized meal, postprandially, and after intra-colonic administration of 10 mg of 
Results : 
Conclusions : These data indicate the potential of a severely delayed colonic transit time to act as a marker for colonic 
 
- B02 -
Introduction : Intestinal microbiota dysbiosis is thought to play an important role in the pathophysiology of irritable 
(FMT) is effective in correcting this gut microbiota imbalance, is a recommended treatment in recurrent Clostridium 
Aim : In this placebo-controlled, randomized trial effects of FMT in IBS patients with severe abdominal bloating were 
Methods : 






disturbed intestinal permeability and bacterial translocation appear to be the common mechanism for the induction and 
Aim : The aim of this study was to determine the effect of Nafamostat-Mesylate (NFM), a broad-spectrum protease 
Methods : 






















suggesting that increased activation or increased release of mediators are more likely to underlie the involvement of mast 
Aim : 











demonstrate an immediate mucosal response to food antigens suggesting the involvement of a similar food antigen-
 
- B08 -
Introduction : The pathophysiology of irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) is still incompletely understood but altered 
brain-gut interaction, visceral hypersensitivity, dysbiosis and altered immune interaction with a subclinical abnormal 
patients with IBS in comparison to controls with an inverse relationship between symptoms, intestinal permeability and 
Aim : 
Methods : Thirty-nine patients with IBS according to Rome III criteria were randomized in a double-blind placebo or 
was the comparison of the magnitude of change in a validated global IBS assessment symptom score (IBS-SSS) based 
Results : 
when using a global linear model at week 8, but in the treatment group, this effect was already noticed at week 2 and 4 
Conclusions : 
 
Introduction : Psychological distress, the severity of infectious gastroenteritis (IGE) and the use of antibiotics during 





















Introduction : The gastrointestinal tract contains a powerful circadian clock that can be uncoupled from the master 
Aim : This study aimed to investigate whether microbial production of short-chain fatty acids (SCFAs) shows a diurnal 
Methods : 









However, both ATB-346 and GYY4137 were more effective, the result with GYY4137 showing that H2S per se can 
 







- B15 - 
Introduction : 
wall, several optical clearing methods aimed at reducing optical scattering and absorption of photons, have been re-
Aim : In the present study, eight different clearing methods were directly compared and their validity for in toto imaging 




protocol gave the most optimal results for detailed in toto imaging of the mouse intestinal wall in terms of making the 
 
- B16 - 
Introduction : 
the importance of mechanosensitivity for GI function, the GI tract has developed dedicated mechanosensory circuits that 
Aim : 
Methods : We use transgenic animal models, primary and immortalized cell cultures, electrophysiology, calcium imaging, 
Results : The EC cell has several developmental and functional similarities to the Merkel cell, which is a specialized 






report here an unusual case of an ectopic variceal bleeding, presented as an acute small intestine bleeding, due to a 
Aim
Methods
colonoscopy immediately followed showed a massive active lower intestinal bleeding, but again the site of bleeding 
stabilization of the patient with a spontaneous cessation of the intestinal bleeding, observed by meaning of stabilization 
Conclusions
investigation of large series or randomized controlled trials is needed because nowadays most of the data available are 





and “hepatitis C” 
Results : 




her comorbidities, we decided in multidisciplinary oncologic meeting to perform a staging endoscopic submucosal 
the pathological analysis revealed a large-cell neuroendocrine carcinoma with no lympho-vascular involvement nor 
- C04 -
- C05 - 












A 67-year-old man was admitted at the emergency with abdominal pain, located in the upper abdomen (mostly in the 




revealed presence of microvesicular steatosis around the vene centerolobularis, some Mallory bodies, some loss of 








enteropathy is a new clinical entity that must be included in the differential diagnosis of not only sprue–like pattern but 
 
- C12 -
On day eleven, blood cultures came back positive for Saccharomyces cerevisiae and anti-fungal medication was 
interesting because it serves as a reminder of the risk of fungaemia associated with Saccharomyces boulardii probiotics 
these can be kept to a minimum if vitamin supplementation and strict progressive refeeding regimens are applied from 
- C13 -
hypertension and severe hypercholesterolemia), coronary heart disease, diabetic nephropathy and obstructive sleep 
was treated once again by balloon dilation up to 10mm and then by the placement of two overlapping covered stents 
surgical anastomoses were previously reported including one case of small bowel anastomotic breakdown following 












the management of esophageal anastomotic leaks in a patient with a persisting suture dehiscence after a left thoraco-
freno-laparotomy with partial esofagectomy and partial gastrectomy with an intrathoracic anastomosis because of an 
Aim
Methods
leaks in a patient with a persisting suture dehiscence after a left thoraco-freno-laparotomy with partial esofagectomy and 
Case report
with partial esofagectomy and partial gastrectomy with an intrathoracic anastomosis because of an adenocarcinoma 
esophageal anastomotic leak due to a suture dehiscence at the level of the esophagogastric anastomosis with leakage 
cavity at the level of the suture dehiscence and continuous suction (- 75 mmHg) was applied by using drainage tubes 
was stopped at the moment we achieved a reduction of the wound cavity and a narrowing of the anastomotic leak where 
Conclusion




case of a yellow to orange appearance of the colonic mucosa as seen in Tangier disease illustrated with the aid of clear 
Case report
colonic mucosa with a yellow to orange appearance in combination with innumerable small yellow to brown dots with 
Conclusion
involvement of the colonic mucosa in Tangier disease that has a pathognomonic yellow to orange color in combination 
We report here clear endoscopic and histopathological images of the involvement of the colon in Tangier disease, which 
 









Introduction : Biliary stenting of unresectable malignant bile duct obstruction is generally accepted as the standard of 
Aim : 
Methods : 
drainage with stenting via ERCP combined with intraductal RFA and compared to 18 matched historical control patients 
Results : 
Conclusions : 





Methods : Over 100 months to January 2017 prospective observational data on all recurrences after all EMR of LSL at 
Results : 











Aim : We aimed to assess the adherence to these guidelines in 7 countries using an online survey, comparing responses 
Methods : An institutional review board approved online survey was distributed to the members the gastroenterological 
Results : 
Regarding an image of a large 80mm sigmoid lesion with an endoscopically visible demarcated area consistent with deep 
Conclusions : 
endoscopy societies should focus on encouraging the use of and promoting training in cold snare polypectomy for 






















Introduction : Cholangiopancreatoscopy allows direct endoscopic visualization of the biliary and pancreatic ductal 
such as evaluation of indeterminate biliary stricture, intraductal papillary mucinous neoplasms of the pancreas, and 
Aim : Retrospective review of indications, clinical utility and safety of intraductal cholangioscopy and pancreatoscopy, 
Methods : A retrospective review of a prospective patients’ database who underwent direct cholangiopancreatoscopy in 
our tertiary referring center between 2007 and 2017 
Results : A total of 78 consecutive patients were included with direct cholangioscopy in 71 patients, and pancreatoscopy 
Overall technical success rate of therapeutic procedures such as laser lithotripsy, selective guidewire insertion or migrated 
cardiovascular event (1) and perforation with sub capsular abscess (1) 











Aim : The purpose of the study is to identify and evaluate the different therapeutic endoscopic options used throughout 






Aim : Our aim was to assess the effectiveness of Lugol when compared to NBI for lesion demarcation in esophageal 
Methods : Retrospective observational cohort study of patients with esophageal SC neoplasia submitted to en-bloc 
Results : 




classical therapeutic option but is linked with complications such as migration or haemorrhage, perforation or stricture 
Aim : 





Introduction : Biliary leaks most commonly occur as a surgical complication, especially after laparoscopic 
Aim : 
Methods : 
type (randomized clinical trials (RCT), case-control studies and prospective cohort studies) and topic (comparison of 
Results : 











selection of analgesics, the necessary recovery period or the triggers that should alert the practitioner to a more serious 






Introduction : The feasibility and outcome of endoscopic resection in ampullary tumours with intraductal growth 
Aim : 
Methods : All consecutive patients from 2000 to 2016 who underwent an endoscopic snare ampullectomy with a 
Results : 
Conclusions : Intraductal biliary and pancreatic ablation is feasible, safe and may reduce the recurrence rate in ampullary 
 




Methods : In the second cycle, we planned (Plan)to implement this new strategy throughout our department and to 
Results : 
Conclusions : 
the general practitioner (standardized protocol) and the patient (health literacy by visual story telling) had strong impact 
 
- H02 -
Introduction  : 
Aim  : 
Bukavu 
Methods  : 
Results  : 
Conclusions  : 
 
BELGIAN INFLAMMATORY BOWEL DISEASE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT GROUP (BIRD)
- I01 -
Introduction  : 
Aim  : 
Methods : 
tissue was collected for RNA and protein analysis of membrane-bound mucins (Muc1, Muc4 and Muc13), polarity 
Results  : 
























































Conclusions : In this large retrospective series, thiopurine monotherapy could safely maintain clinical response in up 






Paired analysis was performed for faecal calprotectin (fCal) at baseline and week 8 (=60) and week 16 (n=33) 
Results : Our study population of 157 patients has a median age of 40 years with a median age of diagnosis of 22 
Conclusions : 










































conception, three pregnancies were unaffected, one female lost her fetus due to chorioamnionitis at week 22 and one had 
Conclusions : 





was used to compare patients with IS and patients without IS and to construct a propensity score (PS) for matching the 

































































Aim : The goal of our study was to decipher the relation linking disease location and physiopathological processes by 
Methods : 
Results : 
respectively at the 266-300th (ileum) and the 142-165th (colon) positions, suggesting that our dataset could reveal new 































Introduction : Janus kinases (JAK) are a family of tyrosine kinases that play a key role in the signalling of more than 60 
Aim : 
Methods : 








Immunosuppressants were discontinued prior to treatment initiation but corticosteroid-treated patients remained stable 












cytokines on the other hand perpetuate this barrier defect, resulting in a cycle of increased intestinal permeability and 
Aim : We aimed to investigate the timely relationship between changes in intestinal permeability and colonic 
Methods : 






Introduction : Microscopic colitis (MC, consisting of collagenous (CC) and lymphocytic colitis (LC)) is a benign but 
Aim : 
Methods : Prospectively collected data of 23 patients with CC or LC from 6 participating centers were retrospectively 
Results : 











Aim : Telemonitoring can be implemented to enhance monitoring of disease activity, improve adherence and contribute 
Methods : 





Introduction : Right hemicolectomy and ileocaecal resections are common colorectal procedures, typically indicated for 








































300mg) sheets for ‘single’ use against surgical adhesions, were abandoned for gastrointestinal sutures due to increased 
Conclusions : 
do not guarantee effective and safe ‘medical’ treatment of children, as for a medicinal drug registered though EMA 
 
BELGIAN WORKING GROUP ON PROCTOLOGY
- M01 -
Introduction : 
Aim : Our aim was therefore to evaluate the agreement between transrectal ultrasound and MR defecography in 
Methods : We retrospectively evaluated the medical record of patients presenting with constipation at our pelvic clinic 
Results : 













complaints, presence of concomitant chronic venous disorders and type of prescribed treatment for hemorrhoids were 
Results : 
Conclusions : 




complicated with intraoperative bleeding, thereby hampering the visualisation of the surgeon and increase operation 
energy to cut, coagulate and dissect tissue with a single instrument by which thermofusion of vessels up to 7 mm 

















Results : In the study period, 17 patients (13 adults (median age 43 years (23-57)) and 4 children (median age 6 
Conclusions : 
 
BELGIAN GROUP FOR DIGESTIVE ONCOLOGY (BGDO)
- O01 –
Introduction : In recent years, the difference in survival between right-sided and left-sided colorectal cancer (CRC) has 
Aim : The aim of this study is to compare survival rates in left-sided and right-sided CRC in the (non-selected) Belgian 
Methods : In Belgium, data on patient and tumour characteristics of all new diagnosed cancers is collected in a national 
Results : 















a potential interest of this combination to increase the R0 resection rate in BLR or LA pancreatic adenocarcinoma that 
 
- O04 –
Introduction : Enhanced recovery pathways (ERP) are well established in several surgical disciplines and have the 
of ERP in esophagectomy patients, early mobilization (transition period-TP) was introduced in September 2016 in our 
Aim : Purpose of this study was to determine the impact of a new ERP on perioperative results as compared to our 
Methods : 
Results : 
propensity analysis in which 11 variables were used to ensure an even distribution of confounders between groups (table 
Conclusions :  In this prospective observational study, a clear decrease in complication rate (especially respiratory 
 
- O05 -
Introduction : Peritoneal carcinomatosis (PC) of colorectal origin remains the most advanced form of colorectal cancer 
Aim : 






Introduction : Surgical control of colorectal liver metastasis (CRLM) combined with systemic treatment in patients 
Aim : We aim to develop a prognostic scoring system to stratify patient prognosis post-hepatectomy by identifying the 
Methods : 
Results : 
Conclusions : Our novel prognostic scoring system of CRLM assessed by tumour and non-tumour pathological 














“cachectic” versus “control mice” allowed the selection of a total of 232 proteins found differentially distributed in SF 
most abundant proteins in cachectic muscles were involved in coagulation and complement cascades and in the insulin 
(cachectic and control) and humans is ongoing for the pragmatic selection of the most relevant biomarkers accessible in 
Conclusions : 
 
Introduction : Studies showed evidence for the prevention of colorectal cancer (CRC) by colonoscopy with eventual 
Aim : 
a three-year time period we made a registry of all patients with CRC who underwent a prior colonoscopy within 10 













Introduction : Estimation of the future liver remnant function (eFLRF) can avoid post-hepatectomy liver failure 







Introduction : Cholangiocarcinoma (CC) involves a group of related but heterogeneous malignances with different 
Aim : 
Methods : 




Introduction : Monitoring of symptoms and performance status during chemotherapy is a cornerstone of medical 
Aim : 





BELGIAN PANCREATIC CLUB (BPC)
- P01 -
Introduction : 
Methods : A retrospective review of patients that underwent endoscopic necrosectomy at our centre between 2007 and 
and secondary end points radiological success with complete resolution of the collection or small residual collection with 
Results : 




Prolonged transmural stenting has been suggested to reduce the risk of relapse after initial treatment but has not been 
Aim : 
Methods : We present a retrospective study of patients undergoing endoscopic transmural drainage of PFCs (associated 
Results : 
Conclusions : The maintenance of plastic stents is safe and associated with a lower risk of symptomatic relapse of PFC 
 
- P03 -
Introduction : Studies reporting on function after endoscopic treatment of chronic pancreatitis are scarce and with 
Aim : The aim of the study was to investigate prospectively the evolution of pancreatic endocrine function in patients 
Methods : 
function was evaluated by HbA1c, fasting blood insulin level, C-peptide level and HOMA test before endotherapy and at 
Results : 
patient, all endocrine function variables (HbA1C, FPG, FBIL, C-peptide, HOMA-B) improve their values at each 
Conclusions : Successful endoscopic therapy in chronic pancreatitis improves pancreatic endocrine function, even in 
 
- P04 -
Introduction : The pancreatitis, panniculitis and polyarthritis (PPP) syndrome is a rare condition caused by pancreatic 




















Results : A 24-yrs old female presented with abdominal pain in the upper part of the abdomen, fatigue and weakness 
Conclusions : The morphological features of the mass raise a differential diagnostic problem between a regenerative 
tumour may occur throughout the whole gastrointestinal tract, in which the stomach, especially the antrum, a common 
 
- R02 -
Introduction : Schwann cell hemartoma is a very rare Schwann cell-derived lesion of the gastrointestinal mucosa 
Aim : 
Methods : Previously diagnosed cases of Schwann cell hamartoma were retrieved from the archives of the pathology 
Results : 






On magnetic resonance imaging, the large lesion in the left liver lobe resembled a giant cavernous haemangioma, while 
Methods : 
Results : 









Conclusions : The results of our study allow us to suggest a causal relationship between EM and malignant degeneration 
 
- R05 –
Introduction : 
Aim : 
Methods : 
Results : 
Conclusions : 
